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God has given us the most incredible world full of resources, but
these resources have been abused. So as Stewards of God’s earth
we have a duty to protect, preserve and replenish where possible his
creation.

“The earth is the Lords and everything in it.”

The ideas in this pack encourage recycling and responsibility.
Harvest time is an opportunity to thank God for all His gifts to us and
to reflect on how we use these gifts, how we have plenty while others
have very little, to celebrate the seedtime and the harvest. In the
beginning everything God had made was good, at harvest time we
wonder at the marvels of creation and how we must ensure they
remain for us and future generations to enjoy. If you do choose to use
these materials and plant a tree please let me know.

Contents
Display Ideas
Prayer Ideas
Collective Worship
Recycling Facts
Deforestation Information
Make a difference “Plant a Tree”
How to make paper
Certificates

Display Ideas
- Pictures of Charlie and Lola
A Globe
Facts about recycling from this pack
Images of God’s world, landfills and recycling
The tree counter from the book or a larger one you have
created
Pictures of rainforest creatures that will die because their
habitat is being destroyed
Collages using leaf litter and natural objects that have already
fallen to the ground
A log of wood



Prayer ldeas

Words written in patterns on paper tree trunks to create the
bark

Prayers could be written on stickers, then stuck onto objects
that are going to be recycled

A message to God in a bottle. Fill plastic pop bottles with
prayers

Prayers written on small flags and then stuck on a globe
Prayer flags on bunting tied up between the trees in the school
grounds
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Begin by introducing Charlie and Lola, if possible display a picture of
them (pictures are easy to find using Google image search). What
can the children already tell you about Charlie and Lola?

Explain that this year Charlie and Lola are going to be part of your
Harvest celebration. | wonder how?

The story can be read all the way through and then split or can be
read in three parts.
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Discuss with the children what we throw away, why we throw away
rubbish, what rubbish is and what they think happens to the rubbish
after it has left their house.

Read the story from the first page up until ‘So recycling is a good
thing?’

Why? What do the children think? Do they recycle? What? Why?

Use the pictures of the landfill sites and collage of materials that can
be recycled to help get your point across.

Throwing away rubbish is necessary for health and safety reasons
but “....if we don’t use things again in the end we will just run out of
everything.” What would the world be like then? What are the kinds
of things we can recycle and then use again?



The next two pages in the book very briefly mention and look at the
recycling of paper. Included with this pack are more details of paper
making and a website where the users are taken on a factory tour.
You could also point out that taking clothes etc to charity shops is a
form of recycling.

is an excellent website and
Is based in Manchester. Key Stage 2 children can visit Waste Works
and experience paper recyling firsthand. You can even take you own
paper to be recycled!
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Proverbs

10 v5 — A son who gathers in summer is prudent, but a son who
sleeps in harvest brings shame.

14 v23 — All hard work brings a profit, but mere talk leads only to
poverty.

As Christians we cannot sit by and continue to waste the earth’s
resources. God gave us this incredible place in which to live and it is
our duty to take care of it and in doing so take care of people and
animals. Everything e.g. production of paper, glass, plastic, fuel etc
has an effect on other people and animals worldwide.

Reflect

Give the children time to reflect upon what has been said. How many
things do they waste that can be recycled? You could use the song
from Come and Praise Book 1 ‘Think of a World Without any Flowers’
as a reflection and prayer.



Prayer

WASTE

Use the letters in the word WASTE to create a prayer. The older
children could help you with this.

For example........

Dear Father God,

We are sorry for all the times when we have
wasted food and materials

As we think about recycling help us to be
motivated to join in

So that together we can make a difference

Thank you for all the beauty of creation and the
world’s resources

Everyone in the world is loved by you Lord, help us
to love them too

Amen
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In the next part of the story Charlie explains recycling and
encourages Lola to take part in a recycling competition.

Later Lola says,
“Look, Charlie! Mum bought me this special comic, it's called Look
After Your Planet.”

The prize in the comic’s competition is “A tree all of your own to
plant.” Lola thinks this is wonderful and is very motivated.



Why is a tree an excellent prize for a recycling competition?
Here you could introduce some of the recycling and deforestation
facts.

If you haven't already and you have the space, set up a recycling
area in school with boxes for example paper, cans and plastic.
Display your tree counter and encourage the children with the
challenge of filling its branches with leaves. Every time they recycle
they can add a leaf. Can they collect 100 of each item?

Ask the children if they would like to plant a tree. There is information
in this pack on ways of doing this through charities or you could buy a
tree for the school grounds. It's up to you how you raise the money
but it could be that the children give money instead of food baskets at
the harvest service. Money could be raised through a cake sale or a
sponsored event. The Present Aid Christian Aid Catalogue, World
Vision Gifts for Life and other such alternative gift ideas from charities
are now including tree saplings to be planted.

Reflect

Create your own PowerPoint of images linked to trees; trees growing,
being cut down, being planted, being used, a variety of trees from
around the world.

Challenge the children to make a tree using recycled materials and
you will have your own recycled forest on display.

BUT only God can make real living trees. He didn’t just make one
kind he made many. He gave us trees to use to make houses, boats,
fire, furniture etc but he didn’t give us trees to waste and use up.

Prayer

From tiny seeds God makes enormous trees grow.

Dear God, We are only tiny, only a few people in this huge world but
we pray for your power and strength to do enormous things for you so
that we make this huge world a better place for everyone now and in
the future.

Amen
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In order to achieve her goal Lola needs help and she asks all her
friends at school to join in. Everyone is very excited and works hard.
Lola has passed on the message that “Recycling is a very good
thing.” In the pack there are certificates for children who are
“Extremely very good recyclers” with a challenge attached to it that
they can pass on to family and friends outside school. Lola cannot
succeed without everyone helping her and working together. Discuss
the idea with the children that if only one person recycled it would
make little difference. We need to recycle together as a big team so
that we can really make an impact on the world.
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This little tale makes you think. What do the children think that it
means? What can we learn from this story? We are responsible not
only for the world now but also for the future. We must leave a world
that is rich and replenished not a world that is empty and full of
rubbish.

At the end you may like to give the children the sheet of “Especially
good promises to help you look after your planet” taken from the
book. Together we can make a difference. You could use the song
“Make a Difference” by Fischy Music. Find the music and lyrics at
www.fischy.com




Jesus told us to be salt and light in the world. Recycling and
encouraging others to do so is one way of being salt and light. As
Christians our lives should reflect God’s way of living.

What would Jesus do?

v

Recycling
Reflect
Ask the children

“I think Jesus would be an ‘extremely very good recycler
because..................... ”

After a time of quiet ask the children for their ideas and these could
be added to the display.

Prayer

Ask the children for their ideas. What do they want to pray for?
Some may even be brave enough to stand at the front and pray aloud

Or

You could use the prayers on the recycled objects or the flags on the
globe.
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Environmental issues affect To understand why

every life on this planet from deforestation is such a
the smallest parasite to the pressing and urgent issue,
human race. The reason for forests must first be given
this is simple. A single credit for what they bring
disruption in the Earth’s to global ecosystems and
delicate balance can mean the quality of life that all
certain destruction of the very species maintain. Tropical
place that cradles the lives of Rainforests presently give
many species. What is not so a place to call home for
simple is finding alternatives 50% - 90% of all

to the now dangerous and organisms, 90% of our
confronting acts of planet relatives, the primates, and
degradation that have been 50 million creatures that
afflicted on the planet over can't live anywhere else
recent years. One such issue but the rich rainforests.
that requires consideration is

deforestation. Trees have been

or are being cut down at

increasingly high rates. If this

IS not stopped many

unfavorable side effects could

result.




So this leads to a very confusing question in thel &t century. Why are
these trees being torn down? The World Wide Fore®Report found that
when the Roman Empire was in control of Europe 90%f the continent
was forested. Today 500,000 hectors vanish in a gla week. There is no
one easy answer as there are many causes at thetrobdeforestation. One
IS overpopulation in cities and developing countris.

Facts taken from:
http://www.umich.edu/~gs265/socie

ty/deforestation.htm

What the poor do in the forests is the
most devastating. In attempts to settle
farmland, the poor become "shifted
cultivators" and resort to using slash
and burn methods of tree removal.
Slashing and burning involves what its
name implies, trees are cut down and
the remains are burned. The ash is
used as a fertilizer and the land is then
used for farming or cattle grazing,
however, the soil that is cleared in slash
and burn is left infertile, the nutrients
in the soil are quickly absorbed by
surrounding organisms. The farmers
must move on sometimes to other area
and repeat this process and worthy
land and trees become scarce. For
farmers in places like Brazil, slash and
burn methods are the only way to
effectively clear land of parasites and
unwanted organisms; chemicals mean
contaminated water and soil and
farmers continue to turn to slashing
and burning. It has become so much a
dilemma that a leading researcher,
Myers, sees it of all the causes of
deforestation, to be the number one
cause.
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HOW TO MAKE PAPER

Ingredients:

Computer Paper (unprinted)

Newspaper (If you want a grayish colored paper)
Magazines

Egg Cartons

Old Cards (For heavier paper)

Toilet Paper

Paper Bags

Non Waxed Boxes (Pre-soak in warm water)
Office Paper

Tissue Paper (For finer paper)

Typing Paper

Napkins

Construction Paper

Sponge

Window Screening (mould)

Wood Frame (old picture frame can be used too)
Plastic Washing Up Bowl (Large enough to totally immerse frame)
Blender/Food Processor (For making paper pulp)
White Felt or Flannel Fabric

Staples or Tacks (For tacking screen on frame)
Liquid starch (optional)

Instructions:

1. Select the pieces of paper to be recycled. You can even mix different types to create your own
unigue paper.

2. Tear the paper into small bits, and place into the blender (about half full). Fill the blender with
warm water. Run the blender slowly at first then increase the speed until the pulp looks smooth
and well blended (30 -40 seconds). Check that no flakes of paper remain. If there are, blend
longer.

3. The next step is to make a mould. The mould, in this case, is made simply by stretching
fiberglass screen (plain old door and window screen) over a wooden frame and stapling it. It
should be as tight as possible.

4. Fill the basin about half way with water. Add 3 blender loads of pulp. (the more pulp you add
the thicker the finished paper will be) Stir the mixture.



5. Now is the time to add the liquid starch for sizing (this is not necessary but if the paper is going
to be used for writing on, you should add some, the starch helps to prevent inks from soaking into
the paper fibers.) Stir 2 teaspoons of liquid starch into the pulp. Place the mould into the pulp and
then level it out while it is submerged. Gently wiggle it side-to-side until the pulp on top of the
screen looks even.

6. Slowly lift the mould up until it is above the level of the water. Wait until most of the water has
drained from the new paper sheet. If the paper is very thick, remove some pulp from the bowl. If it
is too thin, add more pulp and stir the mixture again.

7. When the mould stops dripping, gently place one edge on the side of a fabric square (felt or
flannel square). Gently ease the mould down flat, with the paper directly on the fabric. Use a
sponge to press out as much water as possible. Wring the excess water from the sponge back
into the large plastic tub.

8. Now comes the tricky part. Hold the fabric square flat and slowly lift the edge of the mould. The
wet sheet of paper should remain on the fabric. If it sticks to the mould, you may have pulled to
fast or not pressed out enough water. It takes a little practice. You can gently press out any
bubbles and loose edges at this point.

9. Repeat the steps above, and stack the fabric squares on a baking tray. Save one fabric square
to place on the top of the stack to cover the last piece of paper. Use another baking tray to press
the remaining water out of the stack.

10. After you press the stack, gently separate the sheets. They can be dried by hanging on a
clothesline or laying them out on sheets of newspaper. When they have dried peel them off the
fabric and voila! you have paper!
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Things You Might Recycle




| Will Not Ever Never Eat a Tomato

Lauren Child

ISBN 1-84121-602-X
Publisher — Orchard Books
www.wattspub.co.uk

This story could also be used at harvest time to discuses the
rich variety of food that God has provided for us. Have fun
creating new names for foods in the Charlie and Lola style.
Discover the children’s likes and dislikes and if possible give
them an opportunity to try something new. The story could
inspire poems and prayers and be the stimulus for a display.

The following two stories explore the concept of people using
and abusing the environment:

The Tale of the Heaven Tree

Mary Joslin
ISBN 978 0802851901
Publisher — Wm. B. Eerdmans

The Giving Tree

ISBN 978-0-06-025665-4
Publisher by Harper Collins Publishers
www.harperchildrens.com



