
 

COLLECTIVE WORSHIP 

ABOUT 

BEING CALLED TO 

ORDAINED MINISTRY 

 
An act of collective worship for young people aged 11-

16 years exploring the way that God calls people to 

ordained ministry. 

 

 

 

 



Programme  

You may wish to light a candle, play music or have an image (such as a cross or a photograph of an ordained 

minister) displayed to help people to focus as they enter. 

Activity Aim Details What’s Needed 

Game 
Option 1: 
Whispering 
Game 

Focus on the need for clear 
communication. It isn’t always easy to 
hear and team work is essential. 
Discerning calling to Christian ministry 
is similar. 

Split group into two sides.   
Starting at the back of the group, give message 
that needs to be communicated to the front by 
whispering.  The two sides could race each 
other. When the message gets to someone at 
the front they stand up and say the message 
when invited to do so.  How closely does it 
represent the original message? 

A message 

Game 
Option 2: 
Charades 

Focus on communication. Use their 
knowledge and skills to try and convey 
a message (this is what Christian 
ministers do). Those guessing may be 
able to piece together the message by 
working together (callings are usually 
discerned in conversation with a few 
people) 

Split the group into a few groups.  Give Bible 
characters (or a different charade) to students 
to act out.  Again it could be a race; a prize 
could be on offer. 
 
 

Bible characters 
Prize 

Bible 
Reading 

Read a passage from the Bible about 
someone being called by God to a 
specific ministry.  
Help young people to realise that we 
might not hear God’s call initially but 
that he will continue to call us.  

1 Samuel 3, See Appendix 1 for ideas. 
 
Once the reading has been read/acted 
out/watched explain that Samuel was only 
young but God had a specific role for him for 
the rest of his life. Samuel needed someone a 
bit older (Eli) to help him to understand what 
was happening but accepted God’s call simply 
by saying “Here I am” 

Depends on 
activity chosen 

Thought for 
the Day 

To make the point that God can and 
will use anyone. 
 

See Appendix 2 for details.  
Explain that people are called in different 
ways, at different ages to different things but 
that God does call us all to something, no 
matter what we’ve done or who we are. 

Text in Appendix 
2  

What do 
ordained 
people 
(priests) do? 

Following on from thinking about 
calling generically to think about the 
specific calling to ordained ministry. 
 
To think about what’s involved in 
ordained ministry. What practically are 
people called to do? What is their 
overarching intention behind all the 
different tasks? 
 

Encourage the students to list jobs they think 
clergy do in order to show the variety involved 
in the job.  
This can either be done by talking answers 
from people putting hands up or by giving 
everyone a post-it note to write something 
onto. 
 
Here are a few suggestions: 
Baptisms, funerals, services, a lot of visiting, 
assemblies; Parish Church Council,  school 
governing body, managing a team, liaising with 

Paper, pens and 
hands up  
 
OR 
 
Pens, post-it 
notes and 
background music 



community leaders, praying, studying, 
gardening, fund-raising, bible study groups, 
hospitality, clergy chapter, deanery and other 
clergy related meetings, up-keep of website, 
setting budgets, relationship counselling, 
mentoring, generally ‘being there’ plus so 
much more. 

Reflection To be still and take time to think about 
what this worship might mean to you.  

Read: ‘I am no longer my own but yours. 
Put me to what you will, 
rank me with whom you will; 
put me to doing, put me to suffering; 
let me be employed for you or laid aside for 
you, 
exalted for you or brought low for you; 
let me be full, let me be empty, 
let me have all things, let me have nothing; 
I freely and wholeheartedly yield all things 
to your pleasure and disposal.’ 
Offer a time of silent reflection or play a 
reflective song. 
(Methodist Covenant Service, The Methodist 
Worship Book, p.290) 

Equipment to play 
music if this 
option is chosen.  
 
See Appendix 3 
for suggestions of 
songs.  
 

Prayer To Pray Loving God, thank you for the story of Samuel 
and the many others who’d heard you calling 
them and responded. Thank you especially 
today for those who are called to ordained 
ministry. I’m not sure if you’re calling me, too, 
and I’m not sure what to say if you are; but I’m 
here anyway.....  Please speak, your servant is 
listening.  Amen. 

 

 

Following this act of Collective Worship it is important to offer the details of someone they can talk to if they’d 

like to discuss calling and/or ordained ministry some more. This person may be a Christian teacher, local priest, 

school chaplain or someone similar.  

For more details about Young Vocations go to http://callwaiting.org.uk/   

http://callwaiting.org.uk/


Appendix 1 

BIBLE READING: 1 Samuel 3 
 
The Dramatized Bible: 
Narrator The boy Samuel ministered before the Lord under Eli.  In those days the 

word of the Lord was rare; there were not many visions.  One night Eli, 
whose eyes were becoming so weak that he could barely see, was lying in 
his usual place.  The lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was 
lying down in the temple of the Lord, where the ark of God was.  Then the 
Lord called Samuel.  Samuel answered: 

Samuel   Here I am. 
Narrator  And he ran to Eli and said: 
Samuel to Eli  Here I am, you called me. 
Narrator  But Eli said: 
Eli   I did not call; go back and lie down. 
Narrator  So he went and lay down.  Again the Lord called: 
The Lord  Samuel! 
Narrator  And Samuel got up and went to Eli and said: 
Samuel   Here I am; you called me. 
Eli   My son, I did not call you; go back and lie down. 
Narrator Now Samuel did not yet know the Lord: the word of the Lord had not yet 

been revealed to him.  The Lord called Samuel a third time, and Samuel got 
up and went to Eli and said: 

Samuel Here I am; you called me. 
Narrator Then Samuel realised that the Lord was calling the boy.  So Eli told Samuel: 
Eli Go and lie down, and if he calls you, say, ‘Speak, Lord, for your servant is 

listening.’ 
Narrator So Samuel went and lay down in his place.  The Lord came and stood there, 

calling as at other times: 
The Lord Samuel!  Samuel! 
Narrator Then Samuel said: 
Samuel Speak, for your servant is listening. 
Cast This is the word of the Lord. 
All Thanks be to God. 
 
Perry, M.  (1989). The Dramatised Bible London: Marshall Pickering & Bible Society. 212-213. 

 
Cartoon Version 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TNoeawBth7w (Moody Bible Story, 1955) 
Start at 3 minutes 23 seconds to 5 minutes 42 seconds. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TNoeawBth7w


Appendix 2 
 

The following is taken from the internet and is quoted and re-quoted around Christian 
websites.  It is a series of excuses people have used for trying to get out of serving God 
when he’s called them.  As you can see, God can use anyone of any age and background to 
spread his message of love to the world.  That includes you! 
 
‘The next time you feel like GOD can’t use you, just remember… 
Noah was a drunk 
Abraham was too old 
Isaac was a daydreamer 
Jacob was a liar 
Leah was ugly 
Joseph was abused 
Moses had a stutter 
Gideon was afraid 
Samson had long hair and was a womanizer 
Rahab was a prostitute 
Jeremiah and Timothy were too young 
David had an affair and was a murderer 
Elijah was suicidal 
Jonah ran from God 
Naomi was a widow 
Job went bankrupt 
Peter denied Christ 
The disciples fell asleep while praying 
Martha worried about everything 
The Samaritan woman was divorced, more than once 
Zaccheus was too small 
Paul was too religious 
And Lazarus was dead!’ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Appendix 3 
 

Possible Song Options for Reflection 
 

 Jesus Be The Centre – Michael Frye & Kathryn Scott 

 Inside Out – Hillsong 

 God of Justice – Tim Hughes 

 Everything – Lifehouse 

 All For Jesus – Robin Mark 

 Heart of Worship – Matt Redman 

 Waiting Here for You – Christy Nockles 

 I the Lord of Sea and Sky - Daniel Schutte 

 Who Am I Living For – Katy Perry (this is a more upbeat mainstream song rather than 
a reflective worship song but it is relevant to this theme)  


