
 

INSURANCE FOR YOUTH AND CHILDRENS WORK 
 

 

In order to provide a more comprehensive insurance cover for youth and children’s work, the Diocesan 

Board of Education operate the Youth and Children’s Groups block scheme through the Ecclesiastical 

Insurance Group (EIG).  

 

The Youth and Children’s block scheme offers public liability and personal accident insurance cover 

for youth and children’s activities anywhere in the United Kingdom, Channel Islands and the Isle of Man, 

or for day trips abroad. In addition, the named leaders and assistant leaders of the group are themselves 

covered. The scheme provides cover for young people and children from the age of 3, to leaders and 

assistant leaders aged up to 80. 

 

Registered groups can join the Diocesan scheme which offers cost effective cover without any substantial 

minimum premium charge that some other insurers may make. Indeed some groups have been charged 

more for a one-off residential weekend than the annual cost under this scheme. 

 

You may be wondering whether your existing EIG church insurance policy covers your youth and 

children’s work. The following paragraphs outline the basic cover available for youth & children’s work 

and under which type of Ecclesiastical Insurance Office plc insurance policy this is provided. 

 

Public Liability 
 

An indemnity is provided to the Insured against legal liability for accidents to members of the public 

(including group members) or accidental loss of or damage to third party property material property (not 

in the custody or control of the Insured) arising out of or in connection with general ‘mainstream’ youth 

and children’s activities anywhere in Great Britain, Northern Ireland, the Channel Islands and the Isle of 

Man. 

 

Youth and Children’s Group Policy – the Insured persons are the group organisers and leaders. The 

cover also extends to include activities in Ireland and day trips abroad. 

 

Individual Church Policy – cover is provided under either a Church Combined, Churchguard or 

Parishguard policy and fundamentally the public liability cover is the same under each type of policy. The 

Insured parties are the Vicar, Churchwardens and the PCC and cover would extend at the request of the 

PCC to indemnify any authorised youth leaders working on its behalf. 

 

Personal Accident 
 

A range of benefits is provided to insured persons (leaders or members) injured by accident (irrespective 

of whether legal liability exists) whilst engaged in group activities (other than excluded activities) 

anywhere in Great Britain, Northern Ireland, the Channel Islands and the Isle of Man. 

 

Youth and Children’s Group Policy – the cover extends to include activities in Ireland and day trips 

abroad. 

 

Individual Church Policy – cover is only provided for youth and children’s activities as standard under 

the Ecclesiastical Parishguard Policy. Those churches insured under the Ecclesiastical Church Combined 

or the Churchguard policies are unlikely to have personal accident insurance for this work. 
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The need for a separate Youth & Children’s Group Insurance Policy 

 

The Diocesan Youth & Children’s Group Policy has been designed to cater for those groups that do not 

work totally under the auspices and control of the PCC. The Ecclesiastical Insurance Office plc have 

produced a set of criteria that if adopted, would clearly identify those groups/activities that are 

working/organised under the authority and control of the PCC and these are set out below:- 

     

(a) The PCC must specifically accept responsibility for the activities and minute such in its records. 

(b) Full reports of any planned new activities must be given to the PCC in order that decisions can be 

made regarding the acceptance of responsibility for these activities and this must be minuted 

accordingly. 

(c) The PCC must maintain management control of selection procedures for all leaders and maintain 

records of such appointments. 

 

The actual minuting of activities is not a specific insurance policy condition and therefore failure to do 

this would in itself not prejudice a claim against the PCC under the individual Church policy. However, 

having a written framework for a groups activities (in combination with a job description for leaders) 

would help to avoid any misunderstanding as to the responsibility of the PCC should a claim occur. 

Fundamentally, the individual Church policy will protect the interests of the PCC and those working on 

behalf of the PCC if held legally liable. 

 

There is no doubt that much youth and children’s work in parishes will be delegated by the PCC to 

individuals and sub-committees. It is therefore important that any such delegation of authority is clear and 

concise and the individuals/committees concerned are fully aware of the extent of their authority. Written 

records are extremely important in this respect as part of the overall management control. 

 

With regard to matters of child protection, the PCC’s should now be operating within a safeguarding 

framework based upon the Diocesan guidelines and the House of Bishop’s policy documents ‘Protecting 

All God’s Children’ and ‘Safer Recruitment’. These guidelines cover such areas as recruitment and 

selection, management and supervision, clear roles, training and how to deal with disclosure or discovery 

of abuse. 

 

The Youth and Children’s block scheme is designed therefore for groups that do not operate under the 

authority and control of the PCC. 

 

In essence then, a choir engaged in a regular pattern of rehearsal, a Sunday School meeting each Sunday 

or in connection with bell ringing authorised by the PCC and under its management control can be 

covered by the standard EIG church insurance policy. 

 

A youth group with a changing week by week pattern, which may include some spontaneous activities, 

would require the specific minuted approval of the PCC for each activity. If this is unworkable then the 

group needs to join the youth and children’s work bloc scheme.  

 

Any groups that operate in an independent manner will need to have their own decision-making 

committee and to operate Health and Safety and child protection procedures in the same way as PCC’s.  


