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The purpose of this report was to review the effectiveness of religious education in Church of 
England schools. In the report the Church of England does make clear that it is committed to 
Religious Education. 
 
The report states that in secondary schools RE teaching is 70% good or better but in Primary 
schools only 40% good or better. There have been questions over the small statistical sample of 
schools that took part in the review. However, the authors feel the findings of the report still 
highlight key issues which must be addressed.  
 
In particular the report highlights the lack of theological literacy, knowledge and understanding 
amongst pupils and staff that would enable the development of deep learning experiences, 
concluding that new strategies should be identified and developed in order to address this issue. In 
2014-5 the National Society will the launch the Christianity project which focusses on the 
development of staff training and resources to equip schools better.  
Robust critical thinking skills and understanding of RE the report believes will help pupils to 
flourish. Rigour and challenge must be part of the everyday RE curriculum.   
 
Alan Brine former HMI for RE was keen to emphasises that this was a survey and not an 

inspection of schools. He pointed out that some findings are similar to the Ofsted report –Religious 

education: realising the potential, published in October 2013 raising issues found in community 
schools but also there are some nuances which can be summarised into three areas  
  

 Celebration  

 Conundrum   

 Opportunity  
 

Secondary schools- a celebration  
7 out of 10 RE departments were good or better. They demonstrated evidence of good teaching, 
appropriate curriculum time and committed leadership. In schools where RE was not so good, the 
school was aware of the issues and were making steps to improve. The GCSE specifications 
remains an issue, particularly the rigour of GCSE courses which the former HMI claimed to be 
weak. In addition sometimes, there had been no connection between the KS3 and 4 curriculum 
which led to lack of deep understanding. More work also needs to be done to solve issues 
surrounding assessment.  
 
Primary schools   - a conundrum  
Senior leaders without a doubt take RE seriously and it often has had a reasonable time allocation. 
Lessons are taught by the class teacher and teachers have often had training opportunities 
however outcomes in church primary schools were no better than in community schools. Teaching 
was good in only 4 out of 10 schools. 
 
Alan Brine believes there has been confusion about the purpose of RE which is holding back 
progress. Too often RE has been and mixed up with SMSC and Christian distinctiveness and even 
values, as a consequences the RE curriculum has missed out. 
In addition leadership although expressing a willingness to deliver RE did not translate this into 
effective monitoring, assessment and improvement plans similar to other areas of the curriculum.  
In particular too often RE was a one off lesson once a week and unlike other areas did not have 
sufficient time for pupils to develop deep learning experiences.  
 



 
 
 
 
Opportunity  
Alan Brine emphasised the report gives an opportunity now for the Church of England to work with 
other RE agencies to improve the status, curriculum and value of RE .There is now a great 
opportunity for a  new curriculum design which does more to promote religious literacy  and  
develop theological thinking. 
In  a Church of England  school there is a clear  statement of entitlement which is part of the 
SIAMS framework, many Headteachers  interviewed were not aware of this and therefore not fully 
implementing its guidance. 
The report concludes with 7 overall recommendations to promote RE in schools which include a 
review of curriculum design, that RE is accorded a high priority and that is translated into effective 
practice. 
 
However, Blackburn Diocese and its schools can be very proud that the enquiry based 
approach advocated in the diocesan RE syllabus 2013 has been selected as exemplary 
practice and is mentioned on page 24 of the review document.  
Data collated by the diocesan team show that 91% of our schools have been judged to be 
good or outstanding in SIAMS inspections and the same judgement has been made by 
Ofsted in 87.1% of our schools. 
In addition the photographs in the report have been taken at Chorley St Michaels, Church of 
England High School. Carol Berry, Humanities Curriculum Leader at St. Michaels and 
SIAMS inspector took part in the surveys and contributed greatly to the report.  
Two schools in the diocese were selected to be part of the survey,  
Hutton Church of England Grammar School and  

Oswaldwistle St.Paul’s Church of England Primary School 

 
Report is available at:-  
 
https://www.churchofengland.org/education/publications.aspx 
 
https://www.churchofengland.org/media/2076944/making%20a%20difference%20a%20review%20
of%20religious%20education%20in%20church%20of%20england%20schools.pdf =  
 
All Church of England schools should receive a link to the report.  
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